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power and wealth have seldom been dissociated;
the ruling class was usually that which owned
property or held the land.* Under parliamentary
institutions and a wide franchise political sove-
reignty rests with the unendowed multitudes. If
they choose to put forth the strength with which
the laws have clothed them they hold the riches of
the rich, the amenities of the favoured few, at their
mercy.

In other ages the fortunate minority have usually
lived in their own world apart, shut off by barriers,
physical, moral, or racial, from the masses. "With
us it is otherwise. During the short London season,
one may witness, on any warm summer evening,
a scene of strange significance. In front of some
opulent mansion a long train of carriages and
motor-cars will be in waiting after a fashionable
entertainment. The opening doors reveal glimpses
of sumptuous light and colour, the sparkle of gems
on the bare shoulders of women, the shimmer of
silk and velvet under the softened radiance of the
electric lamps. Outside, on the pavements, clustered
about the carriages, so near that they could touch
the departing guests with their hands, there will be
a little crowd of quietly interested onlookers. Some
of them are late workers, going homeward after
their day's toil, poor hard-wrought people, to
whom a single glittering stone, from one of the
circlets uncovered before their eyes, might be
worth the pain of a laborious year. " En effet ils

* " The great and brilliant achievements of history are wont
to be accomplished at times when economic organisation has
rested on the same foundations as political power and order/1
G, Schmoller, The Mercantile System,